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BOOKNOTES*
Tim POPULATION PROBLEM. By Arthur McCormack. New York, New
York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1970, Pp. 264. $7.95.
As a result of increasing birth rates, advances in medical science
and thus lower death rates we now have The Population Problem.
Father Arthur McCormack, an eminent demographer and sociologist,
takes an optimistic view with respect to the world food problem and
focuses on positive measures needed to obtain agricultural and general
economic advance. The outlook that there is no more land available
for food production and habitation is considered to be far from the
truth. In support of this position the author suggests, in an intellectual
and very readable form: First, the facts about the population situation
in the world today and in the foreseeable future. Second, how the
resources of the world can cope with the situation, not only with
regard to food, but to labor, education, and housing. Third, the role
of population policies in attaining a solution. The Population Problem
is intended primarily for American readers because the author feels
the United States has a prominent role in the solution of this problem.
The courses of action are offered to the developed Atlantic world,
and the contribution of these more affluent countries to a world
partnership is considered an essential condition to the success of the
developing countries. In this context the population explosion is not
seen as a threat but as a challenge and manageable problem.
M.H.
TE SuPmEx COURT AND T=E IDEA OF P itOoExSS. By Alexander M.
Bickel. New York, New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1970.
Pp. 210. $6.50.
This book is an expanded and documented version of the Oliver
Wendell Holmes lectures delivered by Professor Bickel at Harvard
Law School last year. It is a critical analysis of the Warren Court's
role in American Constitutional history. The author charges the War-
ren Court with making glaring mistakes in its zeal to create an impos-
sibly idealistic society. He argues the Supreme Court has gone too far
in its attempts to stimulate social progress. It contains a helpful index
and is very well documented for the readers convenience.
T.O.
Booknotes are descriptive accounts of recent works in the legal field; they
are usually written by student staff members. Treatment of a work in this
section does not foreclose the possibility of more extended analysis in a sub-
sequent formal book review.
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LEuNmz HA's CoURT. By Marvin Schick. Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins Press. 1970. Pp. 355 $12.50.
As the title implies, this book is not the biography of a man, but
of his court. As Mr. Schick's analysis shows, the use of the possessive
is not inappropriate in referring to the Second Circuit during Learned
Hand's tenure.
Mr. Schick takes neither the historian's view, the iconoclastic
political behaviorists view, nor the lawyer's perspective. Rather, he
describes the court historically (history of the court and biographical
sketches of the judges); behaviorally (statistical analysis of voting
patterns); and according to the caselaw it developed. Obviously the
publisher is not merely puffing when he proclaims on the jacket flap
that this book provides "the most comprehensive analysis of any
American court other than the Supreme Court."
S.G.S.
THE REAL MAjoRmY. By Richard M. Scammon and Ben J. Wattenberg.
New York, New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1970. Pp. 805.
$7.95.
The Real Majority is a book about elections, voters, and politicians.
The authors take the somewhat unique view, for books of this nature,
that the subject is rather simple. "Politics of the center" is the focal
point of the book which utilizes examples from recent elections to
illustrate why, how, and who was successful in reaching the center of
the political spectrum. While refreshingly written the thesis of the
book requires total acceptance of the validity of the public opinion
polls and the authors' reasoning from them. They do, however, provide
an appendix which contains much of their basic research material along
with an invitation to formulate your own theory. The book does offer
solace for those who fear that the recent elections signal the beginning
of an era of repression.
W. S.
THE ImAGE EmmE-A HisTORY OF BROADCASTIG iN TE UNE
STATS FROM 1953. By Erik Barnouw. New York New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 1970. Pp. 896. $9.75.
This is the third in a three-volume history of broadcasting in the
United States. The Image Empire, along with the other two volumes-
A Tower in Babel and The Golden Web-will likely be the definitive
work in this area for a considerable time. For anyone with any interest
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in the United States' broadcasting industry, the book is fascinating
simply as a historical account of the development of the most pervasive
and influential communications media ever developed by man-the
television. But more than that, it is a perceptive analysis of the effect
of broadcasting on American society in the last two decades and
related to this, the subtle (and sometimes not so subtle) entertwining
of government and broadcasting and the subsequent governmental
manipulation of how people think. Former FCC chairman Newton
Minow has described The Image Empire as, "A monumental work ....
perceptive, thoughtful and thorough."
C. G.P.
THE SHAT ERmD DRlmi: HERBERT Hoovm ANm T=E GREAT DEPRESSION.
By Gene Smith. New York: William Morrow & Co., Inc., 1970.
Pp, 289
It is often said that Republicans get us out of war and into recession
while Democrats get us out of recession by getting us into war. The
Shattered Dream concerns the archetypical era for that adage, the
Hoover Administration and the emergence of the New Deal.
Mr. Smith weaves a sympathetic biography of that classicly tragic
figure, Herbert Hoover. Yet he does it not by blowing his subject out
of proportion, but by recounting daily events of the era in a fast
moving style that is unusually gripping for a biography.
In a day when cynics are raising the ghost of Hoover to haunt
Mr. Nixon's failing "economic gameplan" the modem reader can learn
from Mr. Smith of Hoover's attempts to deal with Depression. But
this reader finds in Smith's description of Hoover a much closer
analogy to Lyndon Johnson. Both men were ballyhooed upon taking
office to be the best prepared men in history to assume the Presidency.
But both served at a time when a traumatic issue made their term a
watershed in American history and thus made their experience pro-
ductive only of inflexibility rather than a solution acceptable to a
changed nation.
The subject matter, and its superb treatment by the author of
When The Cheering Stopped, put this book on the reader's "must"
list.
S. G. S,
CRImE IN AmEcA. By Ramsey Clark. New York, New York: Simon
and Schuster, 1970. Pp. 346. $6.95.
A former attorney general of the United States launches a broad
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and daring assault on a society's myopic insensitivity to the causes
and effective treatment ofcrime. Ramsey Clark in his first book
makes an iconoclastic attack that levels scathing criticism at the
"conventional wisdom" that has forestalled a realistic approach to the
problem of crime in America. Even the heretofore sacrosanct offices of
J. Edgar Hoover's Federal Bureau of Investigation are the targets of
some startling, well placed barbs from an author who is certainly not
a caviling critic sniping from the musty back room of a library, but
instead a man who has served on the front lines of the war on crime.
The general tenor of the book is well illustrated by a single passage
from its contents. "Anyone who thinks bullets are cheaper than
adequate numbers of $15,000-a-year-college-trained policemen values
life cheaply and misunderstands human nature."
1. M.
